


 6:30  Welcome to the 22nd Annual PILA Reception, Live Auction & Silent Auctions!
Please enjoy appetizers, drinks, and bid on silent auction items on the 
2nd and 3rd Floor corridors. 

 
 7:15 Auditorium doors open for seating 
 

 7:30  Ceremony Awards

 Welcome Remarks 
Honoring Harvey Epstein (‘94) 
Honoring CUNY Law Review 

 
  8:00 Live Auction Hosted by CUNY Law Professor David Nadvorney (’86) 
 

  8:30   Honoring Professor Ruthann Robson  
Honoring Professor Andrea McArdle  
Closing Remarks 

 
 9:00 50/50 Raffle Drawing in the Community Room 
 

 9:15 Light Dinner, Dessert, Dancing! 
Music provided by DJ Antonio 

  

  9:30 Silent Auction Closes on the 2nd and 3rd Floor Corridors 

 

10:30 Thank You For Supporting PILA! See You Next Year! 

 

 

  

Sponsors:    !



!
Dear Honorees, Friends, Guests, and CUNY Law Community, 

Welcome to the 22nd Annual Public Interest Law Association (PILA) Reception: Bringing PILA Back 

to its Roots, organized by CUNY Law students to raise funds to support our colleagues’ work at 

unpaid summer public interest internships. 

Tonight we celebrate the 20th anniversary of the CUNY Law Review. Over the last 20 years, the Law 

Review has dedicated itself to producing and publishing innovative public interest scholarship with a 

practical impact in support of low-income communities, communities of color and other historically 

marginalized and disenfranchised groups of people. We congratulate CUNY Law Review and its 

commitment to the practice of “law in the service of human needs.”  

We are also thrilled and humbled to recognize the extraordinary work of our accompanying 

honorees: CUNY Law alum Harvey Epstein (’94), CUNY Law Professor Ruthann Robson, and CUNY 

Law Professor Andrea McArdle. 

Each of these remarkable individuals have dedicated themselves in their own ways to advancing the 

struggle for social justice. We are excited to celebrate their contributions tonight while also 

celebrating the CUNY Law community. 

The funds raised tonight will provide fellowship money to CUNY Law students working at unpaid 

internships this summer. Your contributions tonight will not only help the next generation of 

progressive lawyers gain critical skills, but also help ensure that the vital public interest legal 

organizations where they work meet their client’s and constituents’ legal needs. 

The 2014-2015 PILA Officers would like to thank our honorees, attendees, and donors for their 

support and participation in PILA’s success this year. We also express our tremendous gratitude to 

the students, staff, faculty, and administration of CUNY Law who showed overwhelming generosity 

in support of this year’s reception. Without such support, we would not be able to work toward our 

shared goal of supporting social justice movements with skilled legal advocacy. 

In solidarity, 

The 2014-2015 PILA Officers – Catalina De La Hoz, Andrew Foley, Logan Gerrity, Jamell Isidor, 

James King, Sharone Miodovsky, Johanna Ocaña, Shabana Shahabuddin, and Laila Varcie.



!

LIVE & SILENT AUCTION, 50/50 RAFFLE 
Please see the enclosed insert for this year’s auction items. 

LIVE AUCTION 
David Nadvorney, one of CUNY School of Law’s most dynamic faculty members (and 
alumni!) will describe each live auction item as it comes up for auction. 

To bid, raise your program, your hand, or make some noise and wait for David to 
acknowledge you. If you place the winning bid, a PILA volunteer will find you and provide 
further instructions about completing your purchase with cash, check, or credit card. 

Payment for live auction items is gratefully accepted tonight at the silent auction 
tables by cash, check, or credit card, beginning at 9:00 p.m, Friday, April 17th. 

Note: Please be mindful that we cannot track who the runner-up live auction bidder is. Thus, 
if you fail to pay for a live auction item, then students lose out on fellowship funds! 

 

SILENT AUCTION 
To bid on items in the silent auction, simply write in your bid in the appropriate increments 
noted on the sheet. Check your bid throughout the evening, as there is no limit to the number 
of bids that can be placed on a single item. Remember the silent auction closes at 10:00 
p.m. 

You can find out if you won a silent auction item by visiting the auction check-out table after 
the auction closes. Payment for live auction items is gratefully accepted tonight at the 
silent auction checkout table on the 2nd floor corridor by cash, check, or credit card. If you leave 
before the silent auction closes and win an item, we will contact you by phone or email. 
Please be prepared to pay no later than noon on Thursday, April 23rd. We will contact the 
runner-up bidder on or after the 23rd. 

 



 
Harvey Epstein is the Associate 

Director of the Urban Justice Center.   In 
addition, he is the Project Director of the 
Community Development Project at the 
Urban Justice Center which supports dozens 
of community-based organizations to win 
legal cases, publish community driven 
research reports, assist with the formation 
of new organizations and cooperatives, and 
provide technical and transactional 
assistance in support of their work towards 
social justice. These cases are litigated in 
both state and federal court and are usually 
on behalf of groups of individuals organized 
by the community-based 
organization.   Prior to working at 
UJC, Harvey was the Associate 
Director/Managing Attorney for Housing 
Conservation Coordinators ("HCC"), a 
community based Not-For-Profit 
organization that works to preserve decent 
affordable housing.  Prior to working for 
HCC, Harvey was a staff attorney at the 
Community Law Offices for The Legal Aid 
Society.   
 
As a staff attorney, Harvey worked in the 
Housing Development Unit which 
represented tenant associations in 
affirmative litigation including rent strikes, 
and group actions seeking repairs.  In 
addition, Harvey worked with numerous 
tenant associations in obtaining ownership 
of their buildings. 
 
Harvey was also part of Mississippi Project 
while he was at CUNY Law.  
 

  

 
 
Harvey was also instrumental in creating a 
Community Economic Development Project 
at The Legal Aid Society which assists small 
businesses and Not-For-Profits with 
transactional legal matters including 
incorporation, applications for tax 
exemption, negotiating commercial leases 
and loan agreements.    
 

Harvey Epstein, along with his 
classmates Karen Simmons 
(PILA founder, Class of ’94), 
and Demetra Frazier (Class of 
’94), had a long-term vision 
for PILA. They organized 
several first year students to 
hold the first PILA Auction in 
the spring of 1994.  

 



 
CUNY Law Review began its 

journey in 1995 and was the result of the 
efforts and advocacy of the 1994-1995 
Steering Committee. It was then called 
“New York City Law Review,” Professor 
Ruthann Robson was the advisor, and it 
was comprised of more than 20 board and 
staff members. In 2002, Professor Andrea 
McArdle joined the law review as co-faculty 
advisor. In the 20 years since then, now 
with a new name, CUNY Law Review has 
become an integral and critical part of the 
law school. 

 
 
Currently, the Law Review is a publication 
platform devoted to producing public 
interest scholarship, engaging with the 
public interest bar, and fostering student 
excellence in writing, legal analysis, and 
research. It strives to provide a forum for 
academics, community advocates, 
organizers, and allies to influence and 
radicalize legal practice. It prides itself on 
being one of the few social justice journals 
to take on this mission.  
 

This mission permeates throughout the 
aspects of the journal: there is a rigorous 
article selection process that emphasizes 
innovative legal scholarship with a practical 
impact in support of low-income 
communities, communities of color, and 
other historically marginalized and 
disenfranchised groups of people. Further, it 
was with this mission in mind that CUNY 
Law Review created its unique Public-
Interest Practioners Section (“PIPS”), which 
incorporates “lessons from the field” from 
practitioners and community advocates. 
Additionally, the law review values a strong 
student voice and publishes creative legal 
scholarship written by law students who are 
willing to take risks in its robust Notes & 
Comments section. Lastly, CUNY Law 
Review's online companion, Footnote 
Forum, provides a flexible platform for 
concise, responsive, web-exclusive 
scholarship that benefits from the wide 
reach and expedited distribution made 
possible by online publication.  
 
CUNY Law Review further prides itself on 
being unlike other law review journals. For 
example, membership in CUNY Law Review 
is open to all students in good academic 
standing and staff selections are made on 
the basis of student writing and editing 
abilities, as well as personal statements. 
The law review pays special attention to 
cultivating a diverse staff that reflects the 
student body. 
 
Two decades from its founding, CUNY Law 
Review remains dedicated to effecting its 
roles as a platform not only for critical legal 
scholarship, but also for critical legal 
practice.



 

Ruthann Robson is a Professor of 

Law and University Distinguished Professor 
at City University of New York (CUNY) 
School of Law, where she has taught since 
1990 in the fields of Constitutional Law and 
Sexuality and Law.  
 
Professor Robson played a crucial role in 
the emergence of CUNY Law School’s New 
York City Law Review, now the CUNY Law 
Review.  From the Law Review’s inception 
at a time when many at the school were 
worried that a scholarly journal would 
undermine CUNY Law’s mission of inclusion, 
Professor Robson had a vision.   

Being at once the Law Review’s muse and 
champion, she helped its editors shape a 
publication committed to engaged 
scholarship, with a sharp focus on lawyering 
and scholarship addressing the social 
concerns of underrepresented communities. 

As the Law Review’s longtime 
advisor, she encouraged the 
emergence of new voices and 
cutting edge scholarship 
which reflected CUNY Law’s 
institutional mission. 

 

Today’s Law Review is built on her spirit of 
nimbleness and engagement, having 
published innovative thematic issues, and 
developing ways of communicating resonant 
with the emerging digital age. 

Her books include Dressing Constitutionally: 
Hierarchy, Sexuality & Democracy 
(Cambridge University Press 2013); Sappho 
Goes to Law School (Columbia University 
Press 1999); and Lesbian (Out)Law, 
(Firebrand Books 1992); as well as editing 
the three volume set, Sexuality and Law 
(Ashgate Publishing Ltd. 2011). Other 
activities include being a 2010-2011 John T. 
Copenhaver Chair in Law, West Virginia 
University College of Law, 2007 Fellow in 
Nonfiction Literature, New York Foundation 
for the Arts; Bram Fischer Research Chair, 
Witwatersrand (WITS) Law School, 
Johannesburg, South Africa; Collaborative 
Research Fellowship, University of Sydney; 
Djerassi Artists Fellowship Residency; and a 
CALI (Center for Computer-Assisted Legal 
Instruction) Family Law Fellowship. 

She is the co-editor of the Constitutional 
Law Professors, Blog and a frequent 
commentator on constitutional and sexuality 
issues. She is one of the 26 law professors 
featured in What The Best Law Professors 
Do (Harvard University Press 2013). 

 



 

Andrea McArdle is Professor of 

Law at City University of New York (CUNY) 
School of Law. As Director of Legal Writing, 
she has shaped the development of CUNY's 
writing-intensive curriculum and currently 
teaches experiential and writing-based 
courses, including seminars she designed in 
judicial writing, academic legal writing, and 
in urban land use and community lawyering. 
She also regularly teaches the first-year 
Lawyering Seminar. She has chaired or co-
chaired the Law School’s Curriculum 
Committee for the past six years and has 
been one of the advisors to the CUNY Law 
Review since 2002.  In 2013 she received a 
teaching award from the graduating class. 

Before joining the CUNY Law School faculty, 
she taught in the Lawyering Program at 
NYU School of Law, served as Lawyering 
Faculty Coordinator and as Coordinator of 
the NYU Lawyering Theory Workshop, an 
interdisciplinary faculty workshop series. 
She has also been a Senior Assistant County 
Attorney for Westchester County and 
Counsel to the Mount Vernon Urban 
Renewal Agency.  
 
Andrea writes at the intersection of law, 
narrative, and rhetoric, on pedagogy, and 
on urban land use and community studies. 
She has co-edited, and is a contributor to, 
the anthologies Uniform Behavior: Police 
Localism and National Politics (Palgrave 
Macmillan 2006) and Zero Tolerance: 
Quality of Life and the New Police Brutality 
in New York City (NYU Press, 2001). She 
holds a J.D. from NYU School of Law, an 
LL.M. from Columbia Law School, an M.A. in 
literature from Columbia University 
Graduate School of Arts & Sciences, and a 
Ph.D. in American Studies from the NYU 
Graduate

 

 
Professor McArdle has 
been one of the faculty 
advisors to the CUNY LAW 

REVIEW since 2002. 
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The Public Interest Law Association of CUNY School of Law (PILA) is a student organization 
founded in the spring of 1993 to raise funds that enable students to do public interest legal 
work during the summer of their first or second year of law school.  PILA’s origins were 
humble.  It originally raised funds by serving lunch at faculty meetings and collected over 
$1,000 in the 1993-1994 school year.  PILA tried a number of approaches to fundraising during 
its infancy, including selling holiday plants in December 1993, which raised $400.  But founder 
Karen Simmons ‘94, now Executive Director of The Children’s Law Center, and classmates 
Demetra Frazier and Harvey Epstein, now Director of the Urban Justice Center’s Community 
Development Project, had a long term vision for PILA.  They organized Joy Rosenthal ‘96 and 
several other first year students to hold the first PILA Auction in the spring of 1994. The plant 
sale and this auction netted all of $5,000.  Those monies, together with the Dean’s donations, 
were distributed among 16 students.  Next year’s auction raised $13,000, which was distributed 
to seven students who worked part-time summer internships.  Last year, PILA’s 2014 21st 
Annual Awards Ceremony and Auctions raised over $36,000, enough to fund 9 full-time student 
internships.  
 
PILA’s founding vision was to unite many vital student organizations at CUNY Law. Through 
PILA, student organizations combined their energies to raise funds for summer public interest 
fellowships, and worked to enhance public interest opportunities at law schools 
nationwide.  PILA served as the CUNY Law affiliate of the National Association of Public Interest 
Law (NAPIL), today known as Equal Justice Works (EJW), which generates full-time post-
graduate fellowships at legal service organizations and public interest law firms around the 
country.  Over the years, PILA has been a multi-issue program sponsor of events at CUNY Law 
and lobbied for the enhanced careers advisement offices.  
 
However, the heart of PILA is fundraising for CUNY student summer fellowships.  In addition to 
the Annual Auction, PILA was the initiator of a long-running “made to order” bake sale for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, originally the inspiration of May Marrow ‘98.  Along the way, PILA has 
consistently used imaginative fundraising tactics to support unpaid student internships 
worldwide.    
 
The PILA Gala has always had a special role as a bonding moment for alumni and current CUNY 
Law students.  Look around at the people attending this event - they personify the “true hearts” 
of CUNY Law over nearly three decades of the school’s existence. You can often draw a straight 
line between leadership and organizational skills they brought to PILA and the stature they have 
achieved in their public service law careers.  
 
_____________ 
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Diana Aragundi (’15) has graciously volunteered to provide her photography services and 
document the 2015 PILA Reception & Auction. If attendees do not wish to have their 
photograph taken or used in PILA promotional materials, please let Diana Aragundi know or 
email PILA at pila@mail.law.cuny.edu after the event. 

Unless we hear otherwise from you, we will 
assume that you authorize PILA to make 
use of your appearance in connection with 
PILA by photographing you and that we 
may edit, use, reproduce, exhibit and 
distribute, in whole or in part, in any 
manner and media now known or 
hereinafter invented, an unlimited number 
of times in perpetuity throughout the world, 
these photographs and recordings, in 
support of, or to promote, CUNY’s 
educational programs and mission. We also 
assume that you waive the right to inspect 
or approve any of the photographs or 
recordings, that PILA will be the exclusive 
owner of all of the photographs and 
recordings, that PILA may use your name, 
voice, likeness and biographical material for 
promotion of the Program, and that you 
release PILA and hold harmless PILA and 
those acting pursuant to its authority from 
liability for any claims by me or any third 
party in connection with my participation in 
the Program or the actions of PILA. 

!
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"There!can!be!no!equal!justice!where!the!kind!of!trial!a!man!gets!depends!on!

the!amount!of!money!he!has."!
"!U.S.!Supreme!Court!Justice!Hugo!Black!in!Griffin!v.!Illinois!(1956)!

!

CUNY!Alums!working!as!Public!Defenders!in!criminal,!immigration,!family,!
administrative!and!appellate!courts!wish!determination!and!strength!to!all!

CUNY!students!setting!out!to!serve!the!most!vulnerable!populations.!
 

 
 

From!Alumni!working!at:!
The!NYC!Legal!Aid!Society’s!Brooklyn,!Bronx,!Manhattan!&!Queens,!

Criminal!Defense,!Juvenile,!Appellate!and!Special!Litigation!Divisions!and!Parole!Revocation!

Defense!Unit,!Brooklyn!Defender!Services!Criminal,!Family!and!Immigration!Units,!The!Bronx!

Defenders!Criminal,!Family!and!Civil!Practice,!Nassau!County!Legal!Aid!Society,!Office!of!the!

Appellate!Defender,!Office!of!The!Colorado!State!Public!Defender,!The!Newark!Public!Defender,!

and!Georgia!Capital!Defender!!

!

Noor$Ahmad,$Bahar$Ansari,$Andrea$Jocelyn$Barrow,$Andrea$Bible,$$
Bridgette$Bissonnette,$Breanne$Chappell,$Eileen$Choi,$Cynthia$Conti;Cook,$Thea$Delage,$$

Mike$Figura,$Lily$Goetz,$Robin$Gordon;Leavitt,$Amanda$Hamann,$Dara$Hebert,$Amanda$Jack,$
Alex$Keeling,$Sabina$Khan,$Eric$Kushman,$Elizabeth$Latimer,$Robyn$Lear,$Ying;Ying$Ma,$$

Talia$Peleg,$Madeline$Porta,$Insha$Rahman,$Beth$Rennekamp,$Amy$Robinson;Oost,$Krystal$
Rodriguez,$Tiffany$Rothenberg,$Luke$Schram,$Adam$Shoop,$Alexandra$Smith,$Sidney$Thaxter,$

Katie$Wentzel,$William$Woods,$and$Sarah$Young.$
$
$

$
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!
Thanks!to!PILA!

!
!
!

Congratulations!to!CUNY!Law!Review!&!
celebrating!all!of!CUNITY!

!
!

WRITING!(AND!REWRITING!)!!
SOCIAL!JUSTICE!FOR!20!years!

!
!
!

From!
Professors!Andrea!McArdle!&!Ruthann!

Robson!
!
!

!



 

 

! 
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THANK YOU! 
2014-2015 PILA OFFICERS 

Nullam suscipit velit et velit. Sed mollis pretium purus. 

A S P E C I A L  TH A NK S  T O … 
Professor Franklin Siegel, the CUNY Law Review Special Events 
Team, Carmen Rana and the Reprographics Team, Amanda Beltran, 
Karyn Mannochia, the Business Development Department, Student 
Affairs, and our Volunteers!  

(Sharone Miodovsky not pictured) 


